 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
February 3, 2026
CITY HALL
121 S. MERIDIAN

Mayor Truman called the  regular council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following members present: Ronald Colbert, Eric Scriven, Amy Reid, Gina Gregory, Jeanne Daniels, Chris Evans and Matt Stamm. 

Members Absent:	Ben Anderson

Staff Present:		Lloyd Newman, Public Safety Director
Rodney Eggleston, Public Works Director
Kyle Fiedler, Community Development Director
Neal Owings, Parks and Public Buildings Director
Clint Miller, Finance Director
[bookmark: _Hlk218772546]Kristi Carrithers, City Clerk/HR Director
Cyndra Kastens, City Administrator

Press present:		The Ark Valley News
			
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Stamm moved to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Evans. Vote yea: unanimous. Motion carried.

ADMINISTRATION AGENDA – 
Gregory moved to approve the minutes of January 20, 2026, regular City Council meeting as presented, seconded by Reid. Vote yea: unanimous. Motion carried.  

PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS – 
Finance Director Miller announced that the GFOA Distinguished Budget Presentation Award has been received.  This award can aid in receiving lowering interest rate on Bond Financing. 

PUBLIC FORUM – None

APPOINTMENTS – Mayor Truman recommended the re-appointment of Casey Carlson to the Economic Development Board through 2027.  Evans moved to approve the appointment, seconded by Colbert.  Vote Yea: unanimous.  Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS – None

NEW BUSINESS- 
A. [bookmark: _Hlk86928317]APPROVAL OF LIONS CLUB CAR SHOW AND STREET CLOSURE
Keith Harimon with the Lions Club requested closure of Main Street, South Ash and Park Street for the annual car show on September 11, 2026.  He stated that 200 entries in 2025 were viewed with the majority from the surrounding area.  
[bookmark: _Hlk210891977]Evans moved to approve Lions Club car show request and streets closure for September 11, 2026, with a rain date of September 13, 2026. Motion seconded by Stamm.  Vote yea: unanimous. Motion Carried. 

B. [bookmark: _Hlk206676058]CHANGE ORDER 31-PRAIRIE LAKES V
Samantha Ghareeb, project manager with SEH presented change order #1 for Prairie Lakes V.  This change order reflects an increase of 30 additional days but does not reflect a change in cost.    
Stamm moved to approve change order #1 for Prairie Les Phase V and authorize Mayor to sign Motion seconded by Colbert.  Vote yea: unanimous. Motion Carried. 

C. [bookmark: _Hlk205884825][bookmark: _Hlk205884757]APPROVAL OF FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING INSPECTION SERVICES
Kristy Skaggs, PEC presented for approval an agreement for inspection services on the multi-use trail portion of the Seneca Roadway project.  She reminded Council that this project is separate from the road construction.  This is an agreement between Sedgwick County, Valley Center and KDOT.  KDOT requires inspectors to have specialize qualifications that we don’t have. 
Evans moved to accept agreement #1045-25 for Construction Inspection Service with Sedgwick County and the Kansas Dept. of Transportation and authorize Mayor to sign. Motion seconded by Gregory.  Vote yea: unanimous. Motion Carried. 

D. ORDINANCE 1441-26; AMEND ORDINANCE 1428-25 DE-ANNEXATION
Community Development Director Fiedler presented Ordinance 1441-26. This Ordinance amended Ordinance 1428-25 which annexed a tract of land. The legal description was incorrect on 1428-25. 1441-26 corrects the legals. Fiedler requested waiver of 1st reading as this information needs to be corrected with Sedgwick County.
Stamm moved to waive 1st reading of Ordinance 1441-26 and move to approve Ordinance 1441-26 to amend Ordinance 1428-25 de-annexing a tract of land.  Motion seconded by Evans.  Vote yea: unanimous. Motion Carried.

E. AUTHORIZATION OF BANK SIGNERS
Finance Director Miller explained as Cyndra Kastens started as City Administrator on January 26th. he requests official action to authorize update to signers of the checks effective 2-24-26. He recommends new designated signers for checking accounts at Halstead Bank, Fidelity Bank, Peoples Bank and Emprise Bank.
The following people are requested:
C. Clint Miller – Finance Director
Cyndra Kastens – City Administrator
James (Jet) Truman – Mayor
Ben Anderson – Council President
These changes will take place effectively from 2-24-26, which gives the banks three weeks to put the new signee documents together, and for the City to gather the required signatures for those documents.
Reid made a  motion to authorize the following persons as signers for accounts at Halstead Bank, Fidelity Bank, Peoples Bank and Emprise Bank: Cyndra Kastens, C. Clint Miller, James (Jet) Truman and Ben Anderson. Also remove Kristi Carrithers as an authorized signer.  Motion seconded by Scriven.  Vote yea: unanimous. Motion Carried.

F. DISCUSSION REGARDING BRUSH PILE
Public Works Director requested guidance from City Council regarding the brush pile.  He explained that the current location is not good for burning due to the proximity to neighboring lots.  Also, the state has tightened burning restrictions.  Consensus among Council was to keep it open in some way for residents as it does provide a needed service.  Most voiced concerns regarding burning and didn’t think that was an option even if the site was moved.  Eggleston stated that some cities contract to have the brush hauled away or chip it into mulch.  Both options come with additional costs.  Possible options include limiting hours available to residents, a gated entrance with key access, staff monitor open gate.  Finance Director Miller reminded Council that additional costs for the brush site are not included in the 2026 budget.  
Mark Burks 3433 87th St. N.  encouraged council to find a solution.  He uses the site and the mulch on a regular basis.  Stated that illegal dumping is a huge problem.  Offered a solution to add $1.00 per month to each utility bill to cover cost.
Council directed Eggleston to bring back estimates for mulching and hauling of brush. Include in the estimates how many days each month the site could be open. 

G. DISCUSSION REGARDING SPECIAL USE PERMIT FOR 201 S CEDAR
[bookmark: _Hlk214457414]Community Development Director Fiedler reported on the history and the current status of the business operating at 201 S. Cedar.  A special use permit was approved by the City with specific restrictions.  Howard Hancock, building owner, indicated that they will follow all restrictions and they were only waiting on approval of building plans by Wichita-Sedgwick County metropolitan Area Building and Construction Department to begin getting permits to remodel to get all parts of building up to code. The City received MABCD reviewed plans on December 3, 2025.  Code enforcement and Fire Chief inspected the facility and found violations.  Terry Sower, owner of business stated that the pallet piles were out of compliance due to the recent snow.   Councilmember Reid voiced her concerns about city liability.  City Administrator Kasten will consult with City Attorney Arbuckle regarding the revocation of the special use permit, but a formal notice to correct all violations found can be given.  Evans moved to deliver a correction notice to business giving them 5 days to make all corrections or a temporary suspension of business will be issued.  
[bookmark: _Hlk212198703]Gregory seconded the motion.  Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried.  

CONSENT AGENDA 
A. APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE – FEBRUARY 3, 2026
B. PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD MINUTES – JANUARY 27, 2026 
C. DELINQUENT ACCOUNT REPORT – NOVEMBER 2025
Stamm moved, seconded by Evans, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Vote Yea:  Unanimous. Motion carried.

STAFF REPORTS
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR FIEDLER
The new website is now live.  He reported that some items on the old website did not get transferred over so staff is looking into loading that content.    Fiedler stated that the state has received new flood maps from FEMA.  While locations in Valley Center were not removed, no additions of land were included in new flood plain.
One opening is available on the Economic Development Board.  

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR EGGLESTON
Eggleston shared photos on progress of the water treatment plant.  
He announced that the relocation of the gas line on the Seneca Street project should be completed this week.  
Public works currently has two open streets department and one opening in the water/sewer departments.

FINANCE DIRECTOR MILLER
A bond sale is scheduled at the end of March.  He continues shopping for property and liability insurance for the city.  He has received notice that EMC is planning on moving all roof hail damage claims to a catastrophic plan.  

CITY CLERK/HR/CO-INTERIM ADMINISTRATOR CARRITHERS
Announced that she will be retiring April 3rd.    
A meet and greet reception for the community will be held 4:00-7:00pm on February 17th, prior to the next City Council Meeting.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR KASTENS
Thanked the Council and staff.  She has been here just over a week and has met with all the department heads and will be working with the engineers and the community in the next week.  Excited to be here

GOVERNING BODY REPORTS – 
MAYOR TRUMAN
Learned the Kaden Langford, a local student has received a Gore Scholarship from Wichita State University and would like to invite him to next Council Meeting.

COUNCILMEMBER COLBERT
Will be sharing news and updates from the Kansas Legislative Session.  Looking forward to working the Cyndra Kastens. 

COUNCILMEMBER SCRIVEN
Thanked Kastens for her guidance regarding the Special Use Permit discussion.  Thanked Carrithers for her  service. .

COUNCILMEMBER DANIELS
Thanked the staff for all their work during the recent snowstorm.  Congratulations to  Miller for receiving the GFOA award. 

COUNCILMEMBER EVANS
Echoed his congratulations to  Miller for receiving the GFOA award. 

Stamm moved to adjourn, second by Evans. Vote Yea: Unanimous. 

ADJOURN -  

The meeting adjourned at 8:36 PM.

                                                           ______________________________________________ 
          		                                     Kristi Carrithers, City Clerk



